
 
 

South Georgia Prays 
January 14-21, 2018 

  
As part of the denomination-wide initiative, Praying Our Way Forward, you are invited  
to begin and end your day with two to five minutes of WORSHIP with others or alone.  

A meditation focus, prayer of the day, and breath prayer is provided for each day to guide you. 
  

Focusing on Colossians 2:1-6 (NLT) 
 

January 14 
A video greeting and prayer from Bishop Bryan will be posted on this day.  
Video: https://vimeo.com/249403537.  
  
Lord of all, we praise you for the Wesleyan movement through which millions of people have 
come to know Jesus Christ as Lord and follow Him in their daily lives. Inspired by what You 
have done to bring us to this day, we ask You to bless and empower The United Methodist 
Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We pray especially 
for Your guidance for the Commission on a Way Forward and for the Council of Bishops. Give to 
them—and to us—the mind of Christ and enable us to abide in Him so that we may be fruitful 
disciples in our own day and time. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen. 
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January 15 
Meditation Focus: Colossians 2:1 
“I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for the church at Laodicea, and for 
many other believers who have never met me personally.” 
  
Prayer of the Day 
O God who created us in Your image, we praise You for the diversity of Your kin-dom here on 
earth. Your Way of Love has followers across human-created denominational lines, theological 
boundaries, and geographic locale. Give us a heart that loves and agonizes for congregations 
beyond our own, like Paul did for the church in Laodicea. Give us ears to hear when Your 
children cry out for justice and then help us to be Your hands and feet to transform the situation 
to bid Your kin-dom come. 
  
Those who serve and love You are praying with the Commission on the Way Forward. We know 
that you are with them and that you are with us, in the midst of what can be hard and uncertain 
conversations. 
  
Grant us wisdom, O God, and grant us courage. Help us choose a way that brings you glory 
and shows your limitless, radical, and sometimes counter-cultural love throughout the world. 
Renew our relationship with you and with each other. As we say each time we come to the 
table, free us from the sin that holds us captive so that we can serve you with true obedience. 
May we receive your word of freedom with joy. Help us to live into reconciliation with every word 
we say and every action we take as we discover the best way to be one with you and one in 
ministry to all the world. In your Son’s holy name we pray towards peace, towards renewal, 
towards true freedom in You, Amen. 
  
Breath Prayer 
In our uncertainty (inhale) 
Grant us clarity (exhale) 
  
**Prepared by Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye, Deacon, South Georgia Conference 
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January 16 
Meditation Focus: Colossians 2:2 
“I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. I want them to have 
complete confidence that they understand God’s mysterious plan, which is Christ himself.” 
  
Prayer of the Day 
Gracious God, Whose deepest desire for us is very good, we offer our lives as prayer to you. 
Reading your word this day, it is clear that we are oftentimes “them.” “Them” that look across 
the table and see challenger instead of colleague, “them” that raise voices without really 
listening, “them” that seek out human ways before discerning holy ways. 
  
Forgive us and claim us in your “them” reflected in the words we read and become. “Them” that 
are encouraged, knit together and bound by strong ties of love, “them” who say with words and 
actions that we seek to understand God’s mysterious plan in all the ways it may come to us. 
  
Most of all, make us “them” in Christ himself. We are your “them” seeking your way forward. 
Unite us in mind and spirit so that all may see your way amid the paths before us - the path 
marked now - the path marked holy, the path marked “them.” 
  
In the name of the one who claims us and calls us forward, Amen. 
  
Breath Prayer 
Christ knit us together (inhale) 
By Strong ties of love (exhale) 
  
**Prepared by Rev. Teresa Edwards, Deacon, South Georgia Conference 
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January 17 
Meditation Focus: Colossians 2:3 
“In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, whose wisdom is far beyond our own, we turn to you because we cannot trust anything 
or anyone else. When our lives are swallowed by what we think we know or what we think is 
right, guide us to live our lives in such a way that seeks out your wisdom and knowledge. Break 
down our pride and our biases so that we can seek after your own heart rather than ours. Help 
our hearts beat for what makes your heart beat. 

God, we are so limited. Only you know what is right and true in the world. Reveal to us your 
wisdom. Let us seek to do what it is you would have us do. 

We pray for the Commission and their conversations - that they will be open to hearing you as 
they listen to each other. Direct them in such a way that please you do that you glory, favor, and 
love may wash over all the people in this world. Open their eyes, ears, and hearts to your 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and do the same for us as we prepare our hearts for the 
reception of your active Spirit. Amen. 
  
Breath Prayer 
Divine Wisdom  (inhale) 
Be our Guide (exhale) 
  
**Prepared by Rev. Bill Culpepper, Deacon, South Georgia Conference 
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January 18 
Meditation Focus: Colossians 2:4 
“I am telling you this so no one will deceive you with well-crafted arguments. And now, just as 
you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him.” 
  
Prayer of the Day 
God of Heaven, we gather as your people from places across the world to seek your guidance 
for the church. We ask that you fill the hearts of the faithful and drive away our own desires and 
thoughts. Give us the mind of Christ, give us the heart of Christ, and give us the voice of Christ 
that we may think, feel and speak in your ways only. Mercy, grace and forgiveness are the 
cornerstones of Christ’s life on earth and his service to others. Grant us that same foundation 
that we may share it with others. For when the world is shaken by the storms of life, when all 
things seem broken and fractured, you remain steadfast and solid. Our church history is riddled 
with times when our own sin has removed us from your will. And today we ask that where we 
have been misguided and deceived by well-crafted arguments that are not grounded in your 
Spirit, forgive us. We seek to be wise people who build the church upon the rock of your love. 
We seek a fresh falling of your Spirit for our church, that your love would speak loudly in our 
lives and that the world might know whom we follow by the way that we love those around us. 
Open our ears that we may hear your voice calling us to deeper water and deeper relationship 
with you. Speak into our hearts and drive away any doubts or fears, cast away our sin so that 
we might draw close to you. Gather us into your arms and still our own voices, opinions, and 
minds that we may only hear the still small voice of your grace filled mercy and forgiveness. 
Open our eyes to see your face in those we encounter today. We open our hands to be filled 
with your work that we might share your love to those you have called us to serve in Christ’s 
name. Amen. 
  
Breath Prayer 
Seeking only YOU (inhale) 
We listen intently (exhale) 
  
**Prepared by Rev. Julia Norman, Deacon, South Georgia Conference 
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January 19 
Meditation Focus: Colossians 2:5 
“For though I am far away from you, my heart is with you. And I rejoice that you are living as 
you should and that your faith in Christ is strong.” 
  
Prayer of the Day 
God of all creation, your children are spread across every corner of the earth. We speak 
different languages, wear different clothing, eat different food and live in different dwellings. We 
are mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, aunts, grandmothers, colleagues, and friends. We are as 
unique as our thumbprints with different opinions and beliefs and ways of living, but we are also 
one. We are united as brothers and sisters in Christ who are bound together by your infinite 
love. 
  
In this time of uncertainty and discernment, we pray that your Spirit would guide us. We pray 
that it would stir our hearts to remember our baptisms in you. We pray that as we take the 
sacrament of Holy Communion the words of the liturgy will seep deep within us and take hold of 
us and that through your Spirit we will be become one in Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world. We know that you are a God who is slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and we pray that we may seek to be the same. We pray that before we speak we 
will listen, before we act we will think, and before we judge we will seek understanding. 
  
In whatever change may come, O God, we pray that we will look first to you. That we will lean 
on the knowledge that you are a God who provides and that in the midst of the chaos and 
uncertainty of life, you are constant. Your presence is unwavering day after day. May we seek 
you in all that we are and all that we do. Amen. 
  
Breath Prayer 
My heart in your heart (inhale) 
Your heart in my heart(exhale) 
Our hearts Together (inhale) 
Christ is strong (exhale) 
  
**Prepared by Rev. Grace Guyton, Deacon, South Georgia Conference 
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January 20 
Meditation Focus: Colossians 2:6 
“And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him.” 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, 
You are great and you are good! We are so unworthy to be called your children and yet you 
delight in us your Beloved! So fill our memories with your faithfulness and enlighten our 
understanding with the illumination of your Spirit, so that all of our desires will center in your 
perfect love. 
  
In prayer, deepen our devotion and heighten our gratitude so that our actions in word and deed 
reflect the depth of your mercy and grace. 
  
Keep teaching us that your circle is always wider than our perceptions and deliver us from small 
vision that confines. Transform all that is broken, by initiating gospel words into action. 
  
Pour out your extravagant grace on your people in ways that reveal your quiet strength, your 
hopeful presence and your faithful love. 
  
O God who never wearies, give us rest. Amen. 
  
Breath Prayer 
Silence (inhale) 
Surrender (exhale) 
Calm (inhale) 
Still (exhale) 
  
**Prepared by Rev. Meg Procopio, Deacon, South Georgia Conference 
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Corporate Litany for Worship 
Sunday, January 21 

Prepared by Shannon Baxter and Rev. Aimee Baxter, Deacon, South Georgia Conference 
  

Litany for The Way Forward 
  
Leader: Lord, in you and through you and by you, we have our being. We give thanks for the 
ways in which you strengthen, encourage and pour life into us. We have been saved by your 
grace, and it is through this grace that we have life. We are alive in You, and we are together in 
You. 
  
People: Remind us, Lord, of our shared life in one another. Keep ever before us the 
unifying love that finds its very life in You. Give us hearts that believe we truly are alive 
together in Christ. 
  
Leader: Together, we stand with the saints who have gone before declaring we are one, holy 
and apostolic church. One faith, one baptism, one Lord. 
  
People: By Your Spirit make us one with Christ and one with each other. 
  
Leader: Together, we sit in our shared sin and need for repentance. 
  
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We 
have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your 
law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have 
not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
Leader: Together, we walk in ministry to all the world seeking to act justly, love mercy, and live 
humbly with our God. 
  
People: Lord make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred let us sow love. 
 
Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is despair, hope. 
 
Where there is darkness, light. And where there is sadness, joy. 
  
O divine master, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console to be 
understood as to understand. To be loved as to love. 
 
For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
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Leader: Together, we continue to discern The Way Forward agonizing for the church, and 
seeking to unify Her and Her people. 
  
People: In our uncertainty, grant us clarity. 
  
Leader:  Together, we pray for hearts that are encouraged and drawn together through the love 
of the Creator, the sacrifice of the Savior, and the power of the Spirit. 
  
People: Knit us together by strong ties of love. 
  
Leader: Together, gives us minds that seek wisdom and knowledge. 
  
People: Divine Wisdom, be our God. 
  
Leader: Together, help us to recognize how we are deceived and where we seek after our own 
understanding. 
  
People: Seeking only You, we listen intently. 
  
Leader: Together, though separated by distance, opinion or belief, remind us of the truth that 
our hearts are bound by the love of Christ. 
  
People: My heart in Your heart, Your heart in my heart; Our hearts together, strong in 
Christ. 
  
Leader: Together, we continue following Christ; seeking the face of God, fighting for the Church, 
and surrendering to the Spirit at work in us. 
  
People: We are here: silent, surrendered, calm and still.  Amen. 
  
 
Sources: The United Methodist Book of Worship and The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
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